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course is translated into modern terminology, the relative amount of class time would
look something like this:

HUMANITIES 
Greek
Hebrew and Eastern Tongues
Rhetoric
Logic
Divinity 
18%
18%
18%
9%
9% 
72% 

SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS 
Arithmetic, geometry,
and astronomy
Physics
Botany 
12%   )
3%   >
0.5%) 
15.5% 
SOCIAL STUDIES 
Ethics and politics
History
Totals 
12%   \
0.5%) 
12.5% 


100% 
100% 
The preponderance of emphasis upon the humanities is obvious. Foreign lan-
guages alone occupied one-third of the time, to say nothing of the fact that most
textbooks and lectures in all subjects were in Latin. If to these are added rhetoric and
logic, the study of language in its various forms amounted to nearly two-thirds of the
curriculum. Language and mathematics combined came to three-fourths of the pro-
gram* The subsidiary role of the social and scientific studies is thus patent. Erasmus
and Calvin might have been pleased with this curriculum, but neither Aristotle nor
Cicero would have been pleased with the relatively little attention to philosophy,
science, and social studies.
In the course of the seventeenth century some modification in this first curricu-
lum began to be made. The logic of Aristotle was being tempered with that of Petrus
Ramus, Johann Heinrich Alsted, and Bartholomaus Keckermann. The astronomy of
Aristotle, Ptolemy, and Dante was being modified by Copernicus. With the use of a
telescope acquired in 1672, one of the tutors, Thomas Brattle, made observations of
the Great Comet of 1680 which proved useful to Newton in his calculations. In
general, however, Harvard reflected relatively little of the great scientific discoveries
and speculation that were so much a part of the intellectual ferment of realism in
seventeenth-century Europe. But then Harvard was not so very much different from
most European universities in this respect.
At first Harvard had only three classes, but a fourth was added by 1655,
following the European model of four years of undergraduate work leading to the B A
degree. After a three-year interval, Hie M.A. degree was granted upon payment of a
fee, defense of a thesis, and evidence of good moral character. Often the first item was
the most important requirement.

